International Research Centre for Intangible Cultural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region (IRCI)

Call for collaborators to conduct case studies on IRCI Project
Research on ICH Contributing to SDGs: Intangible Cultural Heritage and Ecosystems
Research Plan (Submission Deadline: 30 January 2026)
1. Research contents
	Working title of the case study

	

	What goals do you anticipate achieving through case study? (maximum 100 words) 

	

	Research subjects and focuses: 

	(a) Environment and ecosystems (including Natural Heritage sites, Biosphere Reserves, and Geoparks, etc.)



	(b) Local community/-ies



	(c) Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH) (If the target ICH remains undecided, please provide a hypothetical example.)



	Explain why the above-mentioned environment/ecosystems and ICH in the community worth studying (maximum 100 words)

	

	What kind of ‘action research’ will be conducted in your case study?  (maximum 100 words)

	

	How will this action research resolve or improve existing local issues and challenges? In what ways can the result of this case study support the long-term sustainability of the communities involved? (maximum 150 words)

	

	How is the research implemented?

	(a) Collaborators and their roles (maximum 100 words) 

	(b) Research schedule (maximum 100 words) 
FY 2026 (April 2026–March 2027)


FY2027（April 2027 -March 2028）
・Optional follow-up research (April – September 2027)
If necessary, additional research and any activities delayed from the previous fiscal year will be conducted during this period.
・Final report compilation 
The final research outcomes will be analysed and consolidated into the report.

	Past/ongoing projects that are directly/indirectly linked and contribute to the proposed case study (if any), and how they could benefit the proposed case study? (maximum 100 words)

	

	What is the estimated budget required to implement this research plan?               USD

	Do you have an independent budget for conducting/supplementing this research?

	☐yes, we have our budget (          USD)
	☐ no, we do not have any budget


2. Additional information (relevant publication, project management experience, and special skills useful for the case study, etc.), if any
	



3. Applicant’s Information
	Select one
 ☐ Application as organization 
Name of organization: 
 ☐ Application as individual researcher(s)

	Principal Investigator (PI)

	Name
	

	Affiliation
	

	Job title
	

	Email address
	

	Collaborators (Researchers from outside the Asia-Pacific region are also eligible)

	Name 
	

	Affiliation
	

	Job title
	

	Email address
	

	Contact Person  ☐Same as Principal Investigator. (No need to fill in this section, if checked.)

	Name 
	

	Affiliation
	

	Job title
	

	Email address
	

	(For organizational applications Only)
Website URL, or attach PDF copies of brochures, leaflets, etc. of PI’s organization




Please submit this document via email to the secretariat of IRCI (irci@nich.go.jp) by 30 January 2026.
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