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We live in an era of perpetual emergency—of natural hazard and anthropo-
genic disasters, pandemics, and conflict, all of which now unfold under the 
compounding influence of climate change. This seminar addresses the 
relationship between emergency and climate change, and seeks to under-
stand the dual role at their intersection of intangible cultural heritage (ICH), 
or local knowledge. ICH is considered to be both at risk from these various 
threats, and an often untapped source of practices and strategies that might 
mitigate their effects and enhance responses. The threats are very real, but 
in many respects have been present in some form over very long periods of 
time. Drawing primarily on cases from the Asian and Pacific regions, the 
ways in which these threats actually impinge on the transmission and viabili-
ty of ICH are mapped, and recent initiatives led by UNESCO and other orga-
nizations, aimed at improving measures of safeguarding ICH, are briefly 
reviewed. Mapping risks to ICH in this way then allows us to explore some 
of the more positive or resilient potential of ICH, showing how ICH lies at the 
heart of responses to and recovery from the new climate of emergency.
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*Please note that you will be asked to explain how you are related to ICH when you join the group.

‘Asia-Pacific Research Forum for ICH Safeguarding’ is a new platform for enhancing research for 
safeguarding ICH and international collaboration among ICH researchers in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Facebook group dedicated to the Forum was also launched for exchanging information related to 
research for safeguarding ICH in the region. Everyone associated with or interested in research 
and safeguarding of ICH in the Asia-Pacific region is welcome to join.  
Please take this opportunity to become a member of this Facebook group!
To join, scan this code or go to: https://www.facebook.com/groups/asiapacificresearchforum/

REGISTRATION

- Safeguarding ICH Element and Building a Bridge between the Community and the State Party
Gulnara Aitpaeva and Cholponai U-G, Aigine Cultural Research Center, Kyrgyzstan

- Transmission of ICH through non-formal education: The Schools of Living Traditions (SLT) as an 
inscribed best safeguarding practice by UNESCO

Renee Talavera, National Commission for Culture and the Arts, the Philippines
- Success story of promoting traditional foods and safeguarding traditional foodways in Kenya

Patrick Maundu, National Museums of Kenya

Chris Ballard is a historian at ANU 
Canberra. Since the 1980s, his 
research has focused on the oral 
histories of communities in Pacific 
islands. He has worked since 2004 
with the Lelema community of 
Vanuatu on the inscription and 
management of the World Heritage 
site of Chief Roi Mata’s Domain. 
Starting in 2016, he has worked 
with UNESCO and is currently 
preparing a report for UNESCO on 
ICH and climate change.

Hiroki Takakura is Professor of 
Social Anthropology at Tohoku 
University, Japan. His main 
research field is Siberian Anthro-
pology, the domestication history, 
and the indigenous affairs. After 
Japan Disaster 2011, Takakura 
started the disaster anthropologi-
cal studies in Japan, which results 
will be published as “Anthropology 
and Disaster in Japan” from the 
Routledge in the spring 2023.

*The Forum has been established under IRCI’s project ‘Creation of the Asia-Pacific Regional Hub of Research for the Safeguarding of ICH’ (FY 2022–2026), 
financially supported by the Agency for Cultural Affairs, Japan.


